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War Protests 
Dismissed by 
2 Nixon Aides 



By Richard Homan 

Washington Post Staff Writer . ■ „ 

The Nixon administration moved swiftly yesterday to 
discredit the massive antiwar demonstration. ■..< 

Two of the President’s closest advisers publicly 
claimed that the gathering of a quarter of a million' 
marchers provided opportunities for widespread violence, 
and they reasserted that it would have no effect on the. 



President’s Vietnam policy. | 

The two officials— Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell and 
communications director Her- 
bert G'. Klein — set the tone for 
the administration’s reaction 
to the three-day antiwar mora- 
torium that climaxed Saturday 
with the most immense public 
gathering in the history of the 
nation’s capital. 

Police Praised 

Both said the demonstra- 
tions, generally considered 
overwhelmingly peaceful, had 
actually moved Washington to 
the brink of a planned erup- 
tion of violence. They credited, 
police and troops with pre-j 
venting damages on the scale' 
of the April, 1968, riots. 

Apart from the “small” dem- 
onstration on Saturday, Klein 
said, “all measurable devices” 
available to the administration 
♦ “indicate that there is no ques- 
tion but what the American 
people do support the Presi- 
dent.” - 

There is no “value in trying 
to form. .pOll^Iifarithe- -United 
States government, or for. any 
government from crowds on 
the street,” Klein said, adding 
that the message of the anti- 
war marchers was one “which 
they had (made) before, which 
was Well known . . . one that 
we are aware of.” 

In a somewhat different re- 
sponse to the moratorium, 
Senate Republican Leader 
Hugh Scott (R-Pa.), noting that 
as a member of Congress “we 
have a greater contact, per- 



haps, than the more isolated 
executive branch,” urged gov- 
ernment leaders to listen to 
the dissenters. > 

I think we ought to be lis- 
tening,” Scott said. “I am ask- 
ing anyone who tends to dis- 
miss the concern of the dissi- 
dent, the concern of. the 
protester, as unimportant, or 
unworthy, really ought to pay 
more attention to them.” 

Klein made his assessment 
of the moratorium on CBS’s 
Face the Nation (WTOP). 
Scott appeared on ABC’s Is- 
sues and Answers (WMAL) 
and Mitchell discussed the 
moratorium in a three-page 
press release. 

Nixon Shuns Statement 

President Nixon made no 
public statement about the 
demonstration and reporters 
were specifically forbidden to 
ask him about it when they 
met at a White House reli- 
gious service yesterday. 

Mitchell and Klein, repeat- 
edly emphasizing what they 
called possibilities of severe 
violence, gave only passing 
credit to the peacekeeping ef- 
forts of parade marshals and 
said the federal government’s 
mobilization of police, troops 
and National Guardsmen was 
fully justified. 

“While they did a good job,” 
Klein said of the march lead- 
ers, “they could not have con- 
tained themselves, as was evi- 
dent by the outbreaks they 
had within their own ranks.” 

See REACT, A19, Col. I 



REACT, From A1 

“Had it not been for the 
highly effective work of the 
Washington police, .of , the Na- 
tional Guard, had it not been 
for the reserve forces of the 
Defense Department and the 
complete cooperation of all 
elements of the government in 
this, and the work of the Jus- 
tice Department,” Klein said, 
“the damage to Washington 
last night and the night before 
would have been far greater 
than it was at the time of the 
previous riots after the death 
of Martin Luther King.” 

Klein said he based this as- 
sessment on evidence that 
“greater elements, better 
planned elements who wete 
dedicated to destruction were 
present in this city during the 
weekend,” including “militant, 
Communist and other types of 
elements.” . 

Mitchell directed his criti-. 
cism specifically at the New 
Mobilization Committee 
(MOBE), to End the War in 
Vietnam, which organized the 
demonstration. .. 

Not ‘Peaceful’ . -■ 

“Unfortunately, the planned 
demonstrations were marred 
by such extensive physical in- 
jury, .;4pi*op.erty . damage and| 




street confrontations that. I do 
not believe that— overall— the 
gathering here can be charac- 
terized as peaceful,” Mitchell 
said. , 

. He accused MOBE leaders 
of ignoring Justice Depart- 
ment advice and aiding “this 
violence through a combina- 
tion of inaction and affirma- 
tive action.” --- 

He said that “the blame for 
the violence must lie prima- 
rily with the New Mobilization 
Committee — specifically with 
those influential members of 
the Steering Committee who 
knew the gathering in Wash- 
ington would be a vehicle for 
violence.” 

He ’ said flatly that MOBE 
“expected violence to occur 
and that was the result.” 

Mitchell cited the only in- 
stances of significent disorder 
in the three-day demonstra- 
tion: attempts to storm the 
South Vietnam embassy and 
the Justice Department and 
violence directed at police in 
DuPont Circle. In all, 150 per- 
sons were arrested during the 
weekend and numerous win- 
dows were broken in the areas 
of the three incidents. 

MOBE leaders, at a press 
conference yesterday, rejected 
Mitchell's charges. 

■ • Ron Young, project director 



for MOBE, blamed the Justice 
Department’s “delay in grant- 
ing permits and making prepa- 
rations"’ lor causing logistics 
and travel difficulties that 
brought about disorders after 
the Saturday rally. 

To Mitchell’s charge that 
MOBE “was advised that mili- 
tant factions planned to break 
through police lines (at Du- 
pont Circle) and to march on 
[the South Vietnam Embassy,” 
Young said, “That’s a lie.” 

MOBE leaders denied cate- 
gorically that they had ■ not 
prepared adequately for possi- 
ble violence and said their 
marshals contained “five or 
six” attempts at disruption 
along the parade route. 

Criticizes Police 

Douglas Dowd, co-chairman 
of New MOBE, said that, 
based on his own reports, the 
premature massing of police 
at the Justice Department was 
at least partly responsible for 
the eventual confrontation be- 
tween militant marchers and 
officials. 

Klein said he would “com- 
mand the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the demonstrators” 
and felt that the moratorium 
leaders “carried out their 
word” in working with police 
to prevent violence. 



Despite the ■ size of the dem- 
onstration, Klein said, Presi- 
dent Nixon still feels that a 
majority of the American peo- 
ple — the frequently cited “si- 
lent majority”— support his 
Vietnam policies. 

“We would like unity” 
Klein said, “and I think basi- 
cally we have it, except for a 
small and very- strong and 
very deep-feeling unit, which , 
took place in the demonstra- 
tions yesterday.” 

Using public opinion polls, 
correspondence to the Presi- 
dent and congressional sup- 
port as measuring devices, 
Klein said, the administration 
concludes that 1 “there is no 
question blit what the Ameri- 
can people do support the 
President, and I think it is 
also a great thing that we can 
allow dissent even while that 
is going on in this time of 
war.” 

Klein said, “I am confident 
that if we have a greater and 
greater show of unity 
there is no question but what 
it would speed the opportunity 
for peace ... 

“This is why it has been so 
important that thousands of 
silent Americans 'are begin- 
ning to speak out, so that a 
government which misjudges 
American public opinion— and 
it is obvious that Hanoi does— 
isn’t deluded in its own feel- 
ing that the ‘only real; Ameri- 
cans who speak out are those 
who speak against the Presi- 
dent’s policies.” 

Scott, praising the “almost 
overwhelming decency of 
these young people” who took 
part in the moratorium, said, 
“This . is part of the great 
American democratic method 
of trying to move the mind of 
the man who makes the deci- 
sions and it is proper that 
people should seek to have an 
effect on the mind of Presi- 
dent Nixon . . . 

“This is perhaps my role, to 
say, ‘For heaven’s sake, listen 
to the dissenter,’ but I say to 
the dissenter, ‘'Please use a I 
little reason as well as emo- 
tion to understand that the 
President is doing the best he 
can.’ ” 




